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FACT SHEET 
WESTSIDE RESILIENCE CORRIDOR 

The Westside Resilience Corridor is envisioned and led by four area churches who are 
aligning their missions in service to the local community: 

Atlanta Good Shepherd Community Church, which currently offers an urban agroecology 
ministry featuring a 25-crop garden with an envisioned expansion towards a “Health 
Housing” development in Atlanta’s West End. 

Pastor Emeritus Richard Bright: “To help the West End and its residents, we have 
been led by God to elevate the quality of living for residents and people who desire 
to live here… As a health scientist and a pastor, my ministry at Good Shepherd 
Community Church has sought to alleviate injustices by raising awareness and 
building systemic solutions that ensure all of God’s children have abundant and 
healthy living practices” 

Community Church Atlanta, Vicars Community Center, which currently feeds more than 
400 families weekly through their food ministry in addition to serving as a community 
meeting site including for the Concerned Black Clergy and NPU-S. A new energy 
workforce training program will be offered as a part of the Westside Resilience Corridor. 

Pastor Kevin Earley: “While we were proud to be the first resilience hub of its kind 
in Atlanta, we are thrilled that Vicars won’t be the last. Community Church is 
excited to join forces with similarly committed churches to care for our neighbors 
in Southwest Atlanta.”  

Providence Missionary Baptist Church offers food and clothing and affordable and 
restorative housing ministries, including a housing choice and transitional housing 
program for returning citizens. The church envisions expanding their ministry to include 
adult workforce education to support upskilling in technology and AI. 

Senior Pastor Rev. Damon P. Williams, Ph.D.: “I am thrilled that Providence 
Missionary Baptist Church is joining hands with our sister churches across 
southwest Atlanta to form the Westside Resilience Corridor. This is more than a 
partnership—it’s a movement. Together, we are building a legacy of faith, justice, 
and community that will outlast us all.”  
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West Hunter Street Baptist Church offers a monthly food distribution ministry that 
includes Abernathy Towers, an adjacent housing property for low-income seniors, 
alongside ministries in youth athletics at the church gym and mental health support. The 
church envisions expanding its current ministries. 

 
Pastor Rev. Dr. Cedrick Von Jackson: “When our former pastor, Dr. Ralph David 
Abernathy, built the Abernathy Towers senior living facility, many of our members 
recall him saying, "I want to build something for my people." The establishment of 
the Westside Resilience Corridor, particularly with a resilience component here at 
West Hunter Street Baptist Church, continues that proud legacy of building 
something to meet the needs of our people.” 

 
The following organizations have partnered in support of the Westside Resilience Corridor 
with a focus on energy – reducing energy usage and improving housing and affordability 
with energy efficiency and expanding access to energy resilience. 
 
Groundswell builds community power to increase local resilience for everyone and cut 
electricity bills in half for our neighbors who need savings the most. Groundswell is on 
track to deliver more than $29 million in annual energy savings to more than 36,000 
households and deploy more than 40 resilience hub projects across 12 states by 2030. 
Westside Resilience Corridor role: 

● Develop a second community resilience hub with West Hunter Street Baptist 
Church. 

● Host the Westside Resilience Corridor Council, which is composed of the pastors 
of each of the four corridor churches, including supporting each church’s 
enrollment in partner energy efficiency programs. 

● Support partner residential energy efficiency program and home repair integration. 
● Support seamless program enrollment for Westside residents. 

 
The Georgia Environmental Finance Authority (GEFA) was founded in 1986 and manages 
programs that conserve and improve Georgia’s energy, land, and water resources. GEFA’s 
Home Energy Rebates program can provide up to $16,000 in energy efficiency incentives 
per home for income-qualified homeowners. To learn more about GEFA’s program, visit 
https://energyrebates.georgia.gov/eligibility. 
 
Georgia Power is the largest electric subsidiary of Southern Company, America's premier 
energy company. Value, Reliability, Customer Service and Stewardship are the 
cornerstones of the company's promise to 2.8 million customers in all but four of 
Georgia's 159 counties. Committed to delivering clean, safe, reliable and affordable 
energy, Georgia Power maintains a diverse, innovative generation mix that includes 
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nuclear, coal and natural gas, as well as renewables such as solar, hydroelectric and wind. 
Georgia Power offers rates below the national average, focuses on delivering world-class 
service to its customers every day and the company is recognized by J.D. Power as an 
industry leader in customer satisfaction.   
 
Georgia Power’s EASE program delivers free energy efficiency improvements to income-
qualified homeowners who are Georgia Power customers. To learn more about Georgia 
Power’s program, visit georgiapower.com/ease. 
 
The City of Atlanta will leverage learnings from its successful WeatheRISE ATL pilot 
program, which has already delivered home energy audits or repairs to 241 Atlanta 
households, and demonstrate energy efficiency and healthy home interventions as a 
strategy to preserve housing affordability. The City of Atlanta will also connect the 
Westside Resilience Corridor to Atlanta’s emergency preparedness planning and 
response efforts. 
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